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[Cast and Setting]
Toumakaito / Scriptwriter Hasunuma
Toumakaito is Ultraman Max. He is also a member of the elite team DASH of
the Earth Defense Organization UDF and protects the peace of the Earth from
the threat of extraterrestrials and monsters.
Scriptwriter Hasunuma is one of the scriptwriters for the TV program

Ultraman Max.

Mysterious Woman
She appears in the dreams of scriptwriter Hasunuma. She is making something

with clay in a mysterious space that resembles an atelier.
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[Setting]

Ultraman Max is a TV series. This episode is conceived as metafiction. In
the world in which it is set, “Ultraman Max” is not a real superhero who
actually exists, but a character who appears in a TV show.

Hasunuma, the scriptwriter for the TV show “Ultraman Max,” is tired and
stuck on an idea for the script. One night, he dreams of himself becoming
Touma Kaito, the main character of “Ultraman Max,” and going on an adventure.
Hasunuma realizes that the dream he had at that time can be used as an idea
for the next script he writes. And so, the next night, he goes to bed again.

And then. ..
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A certain space

The continuation of last night’s dream.

The woman was busily kneading clay.

“Um...” a voice said from behind her.

The woman turned around.

The one who called out was Hasunuma — no, it was Kaito.
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Kaito: ”Sorry for intruding without permission. I'm from DASH.”
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Woman: (nods) ——
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Kaito: ”“A monster s presence has been detected in the vicinity.”
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Woman: “A monster?”
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Kaito: (Looking around the room)——

The woman quietly begins laughing.
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Woman: “Yes, there are monsters. In my head.”
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Kaito: “Ehhh—?”
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Woman: “I make a living by creating monster sculptures.”
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Kaito: Ah, from TV and movies---
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Woman: “I’ m currently in the process of creating a new monster:-:-
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Kaito: “Is that so:-- My apologies.”
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Kaito turns around. On his back:---
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Woman: “If you don’ t mind---”
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Kaito: (turns around) Yes?
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Woman:  “Could I ask for vyour advice? As an expert in monster
extermination.”
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Kaito: Me?
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Woman:

“T” m sure you could create a wonderful monster.”
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Kaito:

“But cee
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Woman:

“Yes, please.”
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Kaito:

(thinks for a moment) What’ s the name of that monster?
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Woman:

“Deus ex machina.”
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A woman is kneading clay. Kaito is watching her from across the desk.
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Woman:

“l want to destroy this world.”
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Kaito:

(startled) Huh?
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Woman:
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“No matter how powerful and attractive a monster is, it is destined

to be defeated someday. Every single day, I create monsters that
are destined to die. Just once, just once, I want to let that
wretched monster have a chance to bloom. I want to see it destroy

this world completely.”
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Kaito: (staring at the woman) -
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Woman:

“Oh, so it’ s a story from a fantasy world.”
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Kaito: (Relieved) Ah, yeah--
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Kaito, staring at the lump of clay.
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Kaito: “Well then, how about a monster like this? A monster that grows
stronger by absorbing the dreams of people.”
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Woman: “A dreamy heart?”
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Kaito: “People who have lost their dreams will soon lose their future.
That means the end of the world. The emergence of Deus Ex Machina
will bring the world into chaos and bring it to an end in one
fell swoop.”
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As the woman listens to Kaito’ s story, she shapes the
monster. It takes on a strange form, neither living nor
mechanical--*Kaito also touches the clay. Suddenly Kaito
comes to his senses.
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Kaito: “Sorry. I’ m on duty, so I’ 11 stop here:-”
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Kaito heads towards the exit.
wITHONE S, HRTEDBMNT T, FEDL LWERNEENZ S TT
Woman: “Thank you. Thanks to you, I think a wonderful monster will be born.”
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The woman looks at Kaito and smiles. That creepy mouth.

Kaito is shocked.



